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18 November 2022 

 

 

Energy and Extractive Resources Business 

Centre 

GPO Box 2454,  

Brisbane QLD 4001 

 

 

Email: tristan.roberts@des.qld.gov.au  

 

Dear Tristan, 

RE:  Request for Information - P-EA-100316985 / C-EA-100316984 

On 23 September 2022 Senex Compression Facility Pty Ltd (Senex) lodged an application for a site-
specific EA for the Atlas East Gas Compression Facility (PFL 31). The Department of Environment and 
Science (DES) issued an information request for this application on 2 November 2022 seeking 
clarification on two items.  

The information requested by DES, and Senex’s responses are detailed below:  

Question 1 - Atlas 3 Concept Dam #1 

1. The application material’s Air Quality Impact Assessment Figure 1 shows an area labelled as 

‘Atlas 3 Concept Dam #1’. A dam has not been described in the proposed activities. Please 

confirm if a dam will be constructed as part of the Atlas East Gas Compression Facility. 

Response:  

Senex confirms that no dam is proposed to be constructed as part of the Atlas East Gas Compression 
Facility.  

Question 2 - Pipeline Wastewater 

2. The proposed environmental authority conditions include waste conditions for pipeline 

wastewater. The release of pipeline wastewater has not been described as part of the proposed 

activities. Please confirm if pipeline wastewater will be released to land and the associated 

potential impacts to environmental values, risk, any associated infrastructure and management 

measures. 

Response:  

Proposed conditions covering the release of pipeline waste water were included in the application to 
cover the hydrotesting of short sections of pipeline within the proposed PFL footprint. Such hydrotesting 
is an essential part of commissioning the facility and involves isolating a section of pipeline, filling it with 
water and then pressurising it to check the integrity of pipeline welds, seals and/or valves. Following the 
initial  hydrotest at commissioning, hydrotesting would occur infrequently throughout the life of the facility 
as part of planned preventative maintenance activities.  

Typical volumes anticipated to be used for a hydrotest at PFL 31 could be up to 1,000L.  

Senex would undertake hydrotesting using treated water from the same source as water  which is 
currently provided to landholders and irrigated as part of beneficial re-use activities on PL 1037. This 
water meets the quality criteria in the End of Waste Code – Irrigation of Associated Water (including 
coal seam gas water) (ENEW07546918) – namely:  
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(a) electrical conductivity (EC) of <950μs/cm as a rolling 95th percentile over a 12 month period;  
(b) sodium adsorption ratio (SAR) of:  

i. 6 or less for heavy soils as a rolling 95th percentile over a 12 month period; or  
ii. 12 or less for light soils as a rolling 95th percentile over a 12 month period;  

(c) pH within the range 6.0-8.5 as a rolling 95th percentile over a 12 month period; and  
(d) heavy metals and metalloids that do not exceed the short term trigger values prescribed in 

Appendix A—Quality parameters for heavy metals and metalloids.  

Following completion of the hydrotest, water contained within the isolated section of pipeline will be 
tested to ensure it meets the acceptable standard for release to land (as defined in the Streamlined 
model conditions for petroleum activities (ESR/2016/1989)):  

(a) electrical conductivity (EC) not exceeding 3000μS/cm  
(b) sodium adsorption ratio (SAR) not exceeding 8  
(c) pH between 6.0 and 9.0  
(d) heavy metals (measured as total) meets the respective short term trigger value in section 4.2.6, 

Table 4.2.10—Heavy metals and metalloids in Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh 
and Marine Water Quality  

(e) does not contain biocides.  

Where hydrotest water meets the acceptable standards for release to land, Senex proposes to release 
it to grade in accordance with the resource user criteria in the EoW code – Associated Water 
(including coal seam gas water) (ENEW07547018):  
 

The application of the resource by the resource user must not cause: 
(a) on-site ponding; or  
(b) runoff from the site where the resource is applied; or  
(c) vegetation die-off; or  
(d) visible salting; or  
(e) serious or material environmental harm.  

 

The following subsections detail the assessment of potential risks and impacts associated with the 
proposed release of pipeline wastewater.  

Emissions and releases which may potentially impact environmental values 
Small volumes of up to 1,000L of pipeline wastewater resulting from hydrotesting are proposed to be 
released within the facility compound. Such releases may occur infrequently over the life of the facility.  

Management Measures 
As described above, water used for hydrotest will be sourced from the third party water treatment plant 
on PL 1037 and will meet the End of Waste Code criteria for irrigation. Once used for hydrotest, the 
water will be tested and only released where it meets the acceptable standards for release to land. 
The release of pipeline wastewater is also proposed to be in accordance with the resource user 
criteria in the End of Waste Code for associated water (ENEW07547018):  

The application of the resource by the resource user must not cause: 
(a) on-site ponding; or  
(b) runoff from the site where the resource is applied; 
(c) vegetation die-off; or  
(d) visible salting; or  
(e) serious or material environmental harm 

 

Where the hydrotest water does not meet the acceptable standard for release to land, it will not be 
released to land and will be transported to the third party owned and operated water treatment plant on 
PL 1037 for treatment.   
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Site Environmental Values and Potential Impacts 
The location of the proposed release of pipeline wastewater is within the proposed facility footprint. It is 
likely that the facility will have a combination of earthen, gravel or hardstand (concrete areas) and will 
be securely fenced. As a result, Environmental Values (EVs) that may be impacted are considered to 
be limited. An assessment of EVs which may be impacted is provided below in Table 1.  

Table 1: Environmental Values Assessment 

Environmental Value Potentially impacted by proposed release of pipeline 

wastewater?  

Air No – release of pipeline wastewater will not impact local or regional 
air quality 

Land No – the proposed release point is within the facility compound. 
This area will have been cleared and graded as part of construction 
activities and will be maintained as an operational site. Proposed 
releases of water will meet identified water quality parameters and 
be released in accordance with the resource user criteria from the 
End of Waste Code for associated water – namely:  
The application of the resource by the resource user must not 
cause: 

(f) on-site ponding; or  
(g) runoff from the site where the resource is applied; 
(h) vegetation die-off; or  
(i) visible salting; or  
(j) serious or material environmental harm 

 
Therefore, impacts to Land from the proposed release of pipeline 
wastewater are not anticipated.  

Ecology No – the proposed location of the release is within the facility 
footprint. This area will have been cleared and graded as part of 
construction activities and will then be securely fenced and 
maintained as an operational site. As such, the ecological values 
of the proposed release location are considered extremely limited. 
In combination with the release parameters proposed by Senex 
impacts to ecological values from the proposed release of pipeline 
wastewater are not anticipated.   

Surface water No – releases of pipeline wastewater will be up to a maximum of 
1,000L. Such a limited volume is unlikely to result in surface run-
off. Regardless, proposed releases will comply with the resource 
user criteria in the EoW code – Associated Water (including coal 
seam gas water) – specifically:  
The application of the resource by the resource user must not 
cause: 
(a) on-site ponding; or  
(b) runoff from the site where the resource is applied; or … 
Therefore, impacts to surface water from the proposed release of 
pipeline waste water are not anticipated.  

Groundwater No – releases of pipeline wastewater will be up to a maximum of 
1,000L. Such a limited volume is unlikely to permeate through the 
surface soils layers and reach the water table. In the unlikely 
circumstance that this occurred, the quality parameters proposed 
to be met prior to release mean that impacts to groundwater quality 
from the proposed release of pipeline wastewater are considered 
highly unlikely.  

Noise No – release of pipeline wastewater will be from a mechanical 
valve which is opened to release the water and closed again once 
the section of pipe has been drained. Impacts associated with 
noise emissions from the proposed release of pipeline waste water 
are not anticipated. 
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Risk Assessment 
The limited volumes and infrequent nature of the release, coupled with the proposed management 
measures mean that the risk of environmental harm to land profiles and soil properties associated with 
the proposed release of pipeline waste water has been assessed as being low and will be appropriately 
managed through the implementation of the conditions proposed.  

Should you have any questions, or require additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
john.earley@senexenergy.com.au  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Senior Environmental Lead 

Senex Energy Pty Ltd 
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